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The great controversy whether Austria or Prussia should
realize Germany's unity also split the ranks of the romanticists.
Many hoped that the old Holy Roman Empire of the Germanic
nation, and the spirit of mediaeval universalism and feudalism,
would revive under the hegemony of Austria, while others put
their faith in the national mission of Prussia. The pro-Austrian
section was conservative, supra-national and Catholic, while the
adherents of Prussia were, on the whole, more liberal, national
and Protestant. Among the writers of the latter section must be
mentioned the theological Schleiermacher, who at the time of
the war of liberation stressed national individuality. But soon
after he declared that the philosopher could only be a cosmo-
politan, that nationality was merely a phase of evolution, and
that it was certain that national differences would gradually
vanish.1
The most important exponent of romantic political and
qconopaic theory was Adam Miiller.2 He was born in Berlin,
the son of a Prussian official, and studied at the University of
Gottingen, where he became acquainted with the doctrines of
Adam Smith, Montesquieu and Burk.e. For some time he was
a great admirer of Smith and opposed in his spirit Fichte's idea
of a self-sufficient, semi-socialist State. Later, however, he grew
ever more hostile to Smith's economic liberalism, and in politics
Burke became his idol. He praised him as the greatest statesman
of the last three centuries, and in his lectures exhorted his audience
to read him again and again, and even to learn his works by
heart. Adam Muiler took over from his master his opposition to
the principles of the French Revolution,8 the concept of the State
and nation as a spiritual organism, the admiration of feudal in-
stitutions, and the veneration of old national traditions. England
appeared to him, as to his close friend Gentz, to be the most
perfect organic nation, while he often criticized with great
aversion the Prussian " machine-state " as created by Frederick II,
whom he detested. He also, after Prussia's defeat, opposed her
reorganization in a liberal spirit, and associated with the re-
1 Cf. Metzger, pp. 216, 289, 291. Cf. Theodor Kappstein, Schleiermachers
Weltbild und Ltbensanschamng, 1921, pp. 149, 20,8.
8 Adam Miiller was long almost forgotten, and has in recent time been unearthed
and represented as the greatest exponent of German political philosophy, especially
by Othmar Spann and his school. An abridged edition of his most important writings
has been published by Friedrich Billow, under the title Adam Muiler, Vom Geiste der
Gemeinschqft, 1931. Cf. further the summary of his theories in my paper in the Archiv
fur Sozialwissensckaftt 1926, p. 696,
8 On Burke's influence cf. Frieda Braune, E. Burke in Deutschland, 1917, p. 183.
Muiler, however, judged the French Revolution with more moderation and in a fairer
spirit than Burke.